The Swedish Welfare System
Through our reserch work

Sweden is known for being one of the states with the best welfare systems in the world. Talking with some Sweden students, we were amazed to hear that they don’t just have free education but also the books used are free. 

The Mayor of Järfalla (the region where we had been lodged) also explained us that if students are obliged to move from their municipality to study what they want, the municipality charges with the costs of the transport. Moreover, students can receive a periodic wage during their studies from the State (about SEK 1200 per month), and lots of other advantages. All this could help us to understand how young people can obtain their independence earlier than us.                          [image: image1.jpg]



Concerning the high level in Swedish education, students who need help to finance their studies also receive assistance from the central government.

We were fascinated for all these social programs and we decided to look for more information about them.

We could also learn that Sweden has interesting schemes  to promote the equality between sexes and the increase in natality in the country. As everybody knows, in the rich countries, young population is increasing  too slowly in comparison to the elder one.   In Sweden exists family polices that promote opportunities for both parents to combine their work with the care of their children.

When a child is born, parents have different benefits during a period of 450 days (about 15 months). 30 days are exclusively for the mother and 30 for the father, and during 360 days, one of the parents can take care of the child, retaining the 75% of his/her income, until the child is 8 years old.

Parents are also allowed to get time off at work  to take care of a sick child under the age of twelve, having the 75% of their income up to a maximum of 120 days per year and child. Moreover, a measure was introduced in 2001 with the objective to equilibrate the costs between families who are having children and the ones who are not: an economic help of SEK 950 per child and month. 
Such an interesting welfare system is just possible because the Swedish pay relatively high taxes. This income provides the state with the necessary budget to build a competent social system.
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