Real communication starts from the wish to communicate
Yesterday it was the first day the Finnish group came over to us from Finland. They are three boys, three girls and an educator. They are young people, about 16 years old most of them. Physically  they are well-built and they have fair complexion, some of them with the typical northern look:  white skin and blue eyes. Their behaviour inside the classroom was correct,  even shy. This first moment is similar always, probably because we didn’t have the same language, and neither of us knew English very well. They didn’t know any Spanish language at all. Despite of that, the Catalan group made individual introduction of themselves in English language. This supposed a big effort for us, but at least we were satisfied. 
 The rest of the morning was changeable, we were doing several activities. Together we decided to play a game with the purpose to know each other a little bit better. This game was drawing maps of our countries, and each one had to describe  their characteristics (capital, cities, famous people, etc.). What did we know about the other country? They drew the Spanish map and we did the same with Finland. The results were not very good because we had no idea. We were surprised for that and decided to change it by means of interviews. 

 We went all together to have lunch. In this new situation the Finnish group started to open themselves slowly, mainly the female group. The girls were more extrovert. They asked us  all the time about Vilafranca, the meal, etc. They really felt like finding out more about us.

 As part of the activity program, in the afternoon we went to Sitges. In the journey they were astonished all the time about the changing landscape of Catalonia, mountains and suddenly... the sea.  In Sitges we all went walking around  the town, stopping with curiosity at fashion, music and mask shops. They were very interested in travel agents, maybe they were planning their next holidays with their families ? Later, in the beach they were absolutely surprised with the sand and more with the shells. They had never seen one before!! 

 On our way back by train, the boys, the quietest, were joking between them and with us.  This surprised us, they are very nice. 

 Because of this experience that we are living, we realise of the advantages to know English language because speaking a common language helps to reach a higher level of communication. But, on the other side, we think that the real communication only starts when you are looking forward to communicate.
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