Educational System in Catalonia

 

Formal education is carried out in high school where compulsory subjects are done. It’s followed by “Batxillerat”, (equivalent to a Higher Secondary Education), the previous level to go to university. 

The aim of these studies , which are for 16-18 years-old teens, is to prepare students for future university careers. “Batxillerat” is divided in different academic years and different specialities. These specialities are Technology, Sciences, Social studies, Arts and Humanities.
But…this system is very narrow, and students can decide about a few tings only. Students can choose the subjects but not the timetable and the contents. Very often students have to do exams, make projects, and if they get bad marks or fail in the exams they are not given the qualifications.

Formal education is only theoretical and I don’t agree with that. For instance, in my case, I want to study Sound and Image only and I would like to spend my time doing that. But I can’t, I first have to pass all this huge theoretical obstacle. What could I do?

Luckily, there are some good alternatives…For example, Productive Learning is one of them, but unfortunately in Spain is not considered formal education.  That is the case of IDAP, our school. I like this system very much because I can decide about all and I can learn by means of my own activity.
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