CATALAN CELEBRATIONS

23rd -  Sant Jordi
 According to the Catalan book of traditions written by Joan Amades, Sant Jordi is the  patron saint of the Knights because of his help to the King Pere I, in 1094.  According to it, the king won a battle against the “Sarraïms” after having asked for Jordi’s help. In order to thank Jordi for his help, the king declared him patron of the Chivalry and the Catalan Nobilty. In Catalonia the celebration got very popular and it’s celebrated by all Catalans since the XV century. This story, is told since the XIX century.
 11th – Catalonia Day
Catalonia had, during all its long history as a sovereign nation, a language, a currency, an army, its own political institutions and a culture. It was all clearly differentiated from the rest of the neighbouring territories.  We can affirm that our state was one of the first democracies in the world:  The Catalan Court incorporated representatives of the cities and towns in 1,283.  But Catalonia was later conquered by the Castilians in order to turn it out to another Spanish province (Province is a word coming from the Romans and means “defeated territory”).
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