Better don’t forget

On Friday 6th May we went together to the Escorxador, a cultural centre in Vilafranca del Penedès with the purpose to visit an exhibition organized for the Amical of Mauthausen association about the nazi concentration camp of Mauthausen. We learnt what happened there as a result of this visit. Never before we knew about these terrible historical facts. Next we summarize all those which most shocked us. 
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The first concentration camp or extermination camp was Dachau, in Germany, which opened its doors on 22th May of 1933. After this there were much more: Auschwutz (Poland), the most terrific, Ravensbrück (Germany), for children and women ... and Mauthausen.

 

When the prisoners arrived to this camp, the SS (Schutzstaffel= Protection troops), military group who managed and guarded the camps, divided in two groups the people: in one side all those who could work and, in other side, all those who had to die. The prisoners weared a uniform and an identification number in the skin. Also they had to wear in their arm a sewed symbol with the category which they belonged: French politician, jewel, gipsy, homosexual, stateless, and so on. In this way, the SS could recognize them easily. On reference to this, we knew that Spanish republicans were distinguished whit a blue triangle down with a big S in the middle. The  mentally handicapped person weared wrote the word Idiot in the arm.
 

The worker prisoners, the slaves, worked for some firms, some of them very known for us nowadays, like Siemens, BMW or Thissen.

 

The total amount of victims in the concentration camps was 12.000.000. A tremendous  amount. To be conscientious about the extermination strategies used for the SS was startling for us, mainly that used for the children: the SS gave them a chocolate and after they had to down to an  underground passage with the cynical excuse to protect them of an attack. There the SS washed down with petroleum and burned them. 

 

Hitler, the creator of the most important holocaust of the human History, was died in suicide the 30th April of 1955, when the II World War was finished. 
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