Meaningful Swedish places and a touch of History
 

The Blood bath 
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Stockholm Blood-bath took place in 1520 on this spot right here where we are now. The Danish King Kristian came to Sweden to  become King of Sweden on May 4th in Storkyrkan, which means the big church in English.

People were happy about it.

The noblemen didn`t want him as a king, that´s why Kristian killed them. Kristian became a king, and they celebrated for three days. On November 7th the gates in the castle closed, nobody could get in or out. The Swedish king´s father and brother got killed.

 

Around 80-90 people got killed, and they let their bodies lie on the street. It smelled so bad. On November 10th they took the bodies and burnt them on the bonfire.

 

The Iron boy
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This statue is called the iron boy or “the boy who looks at the moon”. It is a very popular and maybe the smallest statue in the world, only 15 cm tall. People care so much about him because he is so tiny. Sometimes people put a cap on his head and in the winter he gets a woolen cap and maybe a scarf. The little iron boy i totally shiny on this head as everyone wants to pat his head, because it brings you luck. If you put a coin or a candy you may wish something. The artist Liss Eriksson made the iron boy in 1967and soon he became the guide’s and tourists´favourite boy. 

 

 
The German Church

 

At the end of the 16th century the German assembly built a church. The church that we can see today is baroque. You can see many beautiful baroque details in the church. In the Middle Age the Germans had  a very big influence on Stockholm at that time. Many of our streets in the Old town have German names.

 

Sankt George and the Dragon

 

In Storkyrkan´s (the name means the Big Church) northwest corner stands the original of the monument Sankt George and the dragon. This is on of two copies that is one of the most famous medieval sculptures in Northern Europe. The sculpture was made by oak, painted and brightened up. It was made by Bernt Notke from Lubeck and was ordered by the Nobel man Sten Sture the Older. He wanted to thank Sankt George for good help in the battle of Brunkebergsåsen, slightly north of Norrström. In 1571 the Danish soldiers got defeated by Sten Sture and his men. After that Sten Sture saw himself as Sankt George, the nobel knight. The princess symbolizes Sweden and the dragon symbolizes Denmark.

 

The Golden Peace – Gyldene Freden

 
This restaurant is called Gyldene Freden – in English the Golden Peace and this is the oldest restaurant in Sweden, from the 18th century, and many famous Swedish poets have been sitting here singing and writing their songs. For instance I can mention Carl Mikael Bellman and Evert Taube.
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Mårten Trotzigs gränd.

 

This alley is called Mårten Trotzigs gränd. The alley is very steep and narrow as you can see. You can count to 36 steps. An adult can reach out his arms and touch the houses on both sides. On this spot was also the first city wall.
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