7th Youth Congress in Stockholm
 

7th International INEPS Youth Congress took place in Stockholm in  April 2003.

 

The goals for the INEPS Youth Congresses are:

make friends - learn how to communicate with people from different cultural backgrounds - have a good time – improve social skills - learn that learning can be fun – experience belonging to a group – learn how to plan, work through, evaluate a project and spread the experiences to others.

 

Togba and Valeska made this interview after the Youth Congress in Stockholm 2003.

 

Interview / INEPS Youth Congress

 

Why did you choose the youth hostel Majorskan for your  accommodation?

 

Well, because of a very  simple reason. Fogelströmska and Kvarngymnasiet co-operated in organizing this youth Congress and Kvarngymnasiet runs this hostel. So, the choice  was easy. The hostel is ran by students at Kvarngymnasiet – that was another reason.  Students arranging for other students is a very good idea, we thought. Don't you think so?

 

Which countries took part in the Youth Congress?

 

There were participants from eight different countries;

Spain, Greece, Finland, Hungary, USA, Russia, Germany and Sweden.

We missed participants from Italy, Cyprus and Netherlands – they were supposed to take part on it but finally they had to cancel the trip for different reasons.

 

What did you do during the Youth Congress, what was the programme like?

 

The Congress started on  April the 5th and it ended a week later, on Saturday the 12th of april – we did a lot of work in different workshops, we had a lot of fun, we were  on official meetings… yes there was a full programme for the whole week. According to the purpose of INEPS Youth Congresses we made friends and got to know other cultures and also worked towards a common theme. 

We started every morning having breakfast from 8 to 9 am and after that  we started with either research visits or work in different workshops.

 

Did everything  work out well?

 

Yes, really. We are all very pleased.

 

What did you like  the most during the Congress?

 

The young ones, for sure. They were fantastic – they made it all. 

 

You said that you had a common theme? What did you mean  by that?

 

The theme for  the Youth Congress 2003 was IDENTITY.  We worked in workshops about this subject– for example showing different  sports from our countries, cooking food from different countries and so on. This Congress  showed that Youth Identity goes far beyond all  limits. For me it meant  that there is hope for the future.  

 

Were all participants able to take part in the discussions in  English?  Did you need interpreters?

 

No interpreters – we did our best to speak and understand . The “official language at the Congress was English – and it worked out well although we had to help each other and sometimes  use our hands while speaking.

 

Which countries were more active than others?

We did not  work country wise – we were all mixed in different groups.

 Which students took part from Fogelströmska gymnasiet?
 

Theodora, Singh and Rodrigo   (see photo)
 

For how long were you preparing the Congress?

 

You won’t  believe it, but we already started in October 2002!

We made an application to Youth for Europe with a dead line the 1st of November. Youth for Europe is the sponsor of this Congress. But the big job was made a month before the Congress- we had a lot of meetings and we were in close  contact with the countries who had signed in for the Congress. We had Internet contact mostly. 

 

